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Preface 


All praises are due to Allah Ta’ala who has allowed this 
servant of His to complete yet another book. This consise 
book is a compilation of forty Ahaadith of the Messenger of 
Allah #' related to the topic of Salaah. All the narrations are 
retrieved from the primary manuscripts of Ahaadith and they 
are in the level of Sahih. The Arabic script contains the chain 
of transmission [Riwaayah] and the text of the Hadith 
[Matan] in bold. 


The five times Salaah is obligatory upon every male and 
female who is Aagil [sane] and Baaligh [post-puberty]. The 
obligation of Salaah is so emphasised that if anyone considers 
the Fardh Salaah lightly, by mocking at it or considering it an 
unnecessary burden, then this will be Kufr. According to the 
classical rulings of Imam Maalik and Imam Shaafi — may 
Allah be pleased with them — a person who leaves his Salaah, 
without a valid reason, will be punished by death; in 
accordance to the sentence set by the Islamic government. 
Imam Abu Hanifa [may Allah be pleased with him] dictated 
that such a person will be imprisoned until such a time that he 
sincerely repents from this evil. 


The great sage of Islam — Shaykh Abd Al-Qaadir Al Jilaani 
[may Allah sanctify his secret] — famously referred to as al- 
Ghawth al-A ’zam; was of the view that those who deliberately 
leave Salaah must not be buried in the Muslim graveyard. 
This was so because the great Ghawth belonged to the 
Hanbali Madhab and to leave a single Salaah without a valid 
reason, according to this Madhab, is clear disbelief. 


It is indeed disappointing and a cause of alarm to observe that 
many simple minded Sunni Muslims do not express the need 
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of implementing this fundamental obligation of Salaah and its 
requirements within the society. It is taken very lightly, 
especially by the womenfolk, and missing the congregational 
Salaah by the menfolk is seen to be trivial. 


It is a well-known ruling of the scholars of Islam that to attend 
the congregation in the Sunni Musjid is compulsory and to 
leave it, even once without a lawful reason, is detrimental to 
one’s spirituality and reputation within the sacred law of 
Islam. Many take the name of Imam Ahmad Rida — the Imam 
of Ahl as-Sunnah [may Allah have mercy on him] — yet they 
fail to observe his noble lifestyle and his statements, 
especially regarding Salaah. He writes about missing the 
congregational Salaah in his Fataawa: 


“According to the authentic law, if he does this even once 
then he is a sinner; a person who will be considered to be a 
taarik [avoider of the congregation], and liable for 
punishment. And if this becomes a habit, Allah Forbid, and he 
repeatedly does not attend the congregation; even if he 
attends some of the time, then he is a faasiq [transgressor], 
faajir [evil] and mardood ash Shahaadah [rejected from 
testimony]”’ — Fatawa Ridawiyya, Vol. 7, Pg. 131, Question 
869. This entire verdict may be analysed, in English, in my 
previous book, “40 Verdicts of Imam Ahmad Rida’. This is 
another English compilation of this humble servant which can 
be downloaded for free in the website [ajmeripress.com]. 


If this is the case for missing the congregation, then logic 
dictates that missing Salaah, without a valid reason, will have 
far worse consequences. 


Are you observing the seriousness of Salaah? There are over 
700 verses in the Holy Qur’an that directly and implicitly 
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refer to this obligation of Islam. We find most of our Sunni 
mosques barren and we are hardly able to complete a row or 
two. How are we going to find the solution to this epidemic? 


My humble opinion and view in this matter is that our Sunni 
scholars must be at the forefront to deal with the seriousness 
of implementing Salaah congregations at the mosques. It must 
be explained theoretically and portrayed practically to the 
public by our scholars. Our scholars must ensure that the 
importance of congregational Salaah is entrenched within the 
mind of the public as this is the only way to bring back the 
former glory of our Sunni mosques. Imam Ahmad Rida’s 
famous statement and advice to the scholars is worthy to be 
mentioned, 


“You must be staunch in following every Faraaidh and 
Waajibat. If you miss the Sunnah, the people will leave the 
Waajib. If you miss the Waajib, the people will start to leave 
the Faraaidh. And, Allah Forbid, if you miss the Faraaidh, 
then the people will fall into Kufr” 


The attendance of the congregational Salaah in the Sunni 
mosques will cause many positive outputs to appear and I 
present only five of them, from many others, as follows: 


1. The implementation of the compulsory act of 
attending the congregation 

2. The achievement of greater virtues of Salaah 

3. The acquirement of the noble company of the Sunni 
scholars 

4. The social and communal support for the Sunni 
mosques and its institutions 
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5. The gaining of knowledge and, thereby, protection of 
one’s fundamental beliefs and actions by coming into 
contact with the Sunni mosques. 


Now, with the intention of pleasing Allah Ta’ala, I present 
before your honourable selves the collection of 40 noble 
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah ' in relation to Salaah. If 
we are truly the followers and lovers of Nabi Muhammad {; 
then it is incumbent upon us to obey his orders and follow his 
Sunnah with our hearts and actions. Indeed, in obeying the 
Prophet 4 we will achieve greater success in this world and 
the everlasting-Hereafter. Salutations in abundance be upon 
His Eminence and His noble Family and his blessed 
Companions. 


Khaadim al Mashaaikh 
Tehseen Raza Hamdani 
Nuri 
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“His way of humility is indeed worthy of many cheers; 
The worshipper who performs his ablution with his tears” 


ae aur FL yi! 


ahi et petty 


“The people of faith have prostrated in wondrous ways 
By lowering their heads they have attained grace” 


[Muhammad Ali Zahoori] 
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Dedicated to my master and my spiritual axis 
the Knower of Allah 
the pious saint of his time 
the noble Qaadhi & the elite Mufti 


Shaykh Al-Islam 
Muhammad Akhtar Rida Khan 
Al-Qaadiri 


[May Allah sanctify his soul] 
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Narrated by Anas bin Malik 2+ 0is*) 

Allah's Messenger (¢4¢’) said, 
“Whoever prays like us and faces our Qibla and 
eats our slaughtered animals is a Muslim and is 
under the protection of Allah and His Apostle. 


So do not betray Allah by betraying those who 
are in His protection” 


Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitaab As-Salaah, Hadith no. 391 
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2™ Hadith 
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Narrated Anas bin Malik 2+.017) 
The Prophet (42) said, 
“A faithful believer while in prayer is 
conversing privately with his Lord, so he should 
neither spit in front of him; nor to his right side 


but he may spit either on his left or under his 
foot [in the time of necessity].” 


Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitaab As-Salaah, Hadith no. 413 
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3 Hadith 
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Narrated by ‘Abdullah 24.417) 


I asked the Prophet (4) "Which deed is the 
dearest to Allah?" He replied, "To offer the 
prayers at their early stated fixed times." I 
asked, "What is the next (in goodness)?" He 
replied, "To be good and dutiful to your parents" 
I again asked, "What is the next (in goodness)?" 
He replied, “To participate in Jihad (religious 
fighting) in Allah's cause.” ~ Abdullah added, "I 
asked only that much and if I had asked more, 


the Prophet (42) would have told me more." 


Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitaab Mawaadqit as-Salaah, 
Hadith no. 527 
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Narrated by Abu Huraira 2°47 
I heard Allah's Messenger (437 ?) saying, 


"If there was a river at the door of anyone of you 
and he took a bath in it five times a day would 
you notice any dirt on him?" They said, "Not a 
trace of dirt would be left." The Prophet (47) 


added, "That is the example of the five prayers 
with which Allah blots out (annuls) evil deeds." 


Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitaab Mawaagqit As-Salaah, Hadith 
no. 528 
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Narrated by Abu Huraira 24.017) 
Allah's Messenger (427 ) said, 


“Angels come to you in succession by night and 
day and all of them get together at the time of 
the Fajr and “Asr prayers. Those who have 
passed the night with you (or stayed with you) 
ascend (to the Heaven) and Allah asks them, 
though He knows everything about you, well, 
‘In what state did you leave my slaves?’ The 
Angels reply: “When we left them they were 
praying and when we reached them, they were 


praying” 


Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitaab Mawaaqit As-Salaah, 
Hadith no. 555 
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6" Hadith 
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Narrated by Abu Bakr bin Abi Musa #17, 
My father said, Allah's Messenger (Hie !) said, 


“Whoever prays the two cool prayers (Asr and 
Fajr) will go to Paradise.” 


Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitaab Mawaaqit As-Salaah, 
Hadith no. 574 
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Awf bin Malik Al-Ashja'i PANS said: 


in 


We were with the Messenger of Allah (iz) and he 
said: 'Will you not pledge to the Messenger of Allah 
(#iz)?' And he repeated it three times. So we 
stretched forth our hands to give our pledge. We 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah, we are willing to give 
you our pledge, but on what?' He said: 'That you 
will worship Allah and not associate anything with 
him, and (offer) the five daily prayers.' And he said, 
very quietly: ‘And you will not ask the people for 
anything’ 


Sunan An-Nasaai, Kitaab As-Salaah, Hadith no. 460 
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Narrated by Ibn Muhairiz that Ubaada bin Saamit 2+.1(7) 


said, 


I heard the Messenger of Allah (i) say: 


“Five prayers are those that Allah has decreed 
for (His) slaves. Whoever does them, and does 
not neglect any of them out of disregard toward 
them, will have a promise from Allah that He 
will admit him to Paradise. And whoever does 
not perform them will have no such promise 
from Allah; if He wills he will punish him and if 
He wills He will admit him to Paradise.” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith 461 


Page | 14 


9" Hadith 


co cg op teed UST J ea iy Geel US| 
Jen, JU JU call GE BNE of Wl BE OS Ny of Ged >| 
ply abe ail glee ali 


° 
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"Abdullah bin Buraidah ANS? / narrates from his father, 
The Messenger of Allah (43) said: 
“The covenant that stands between us and them 
[disbelievers] is the Salaah; whoever abandons 


it, he has committed disbelief.” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith no. 463 
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10" Hadith 
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It was narrated by Jabir -+.2157) 


The Messenger of Allah (#4) said: 


“There is nothing between a person and disbelief 
except abandoning Salaah” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith no. 464 
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11" Hadith 
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Huraith bin Qabisah narrates from 
Abu Hurairah 2.4/7) 
I heard the Messenger of Allah (i) say: 
“The first thing for which a person will be 
brought to account will be his Salaah. If it is 


sound then he will have succeeded, be saved, but 
if it is not then he will have lost and be doomed” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith no. 465 
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12" Hadith 
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It was narrated from Abu Hurairah 2.2197) 


The Messenger of Allah (47) said: 


“The first thing for which a person will be 
brought to account will be his Salaah. If it is 
complete (all well and good), otherwise Allah 
will say: ‘Look and see if My slave did any 
voluntary prayer.' If he is found to have done 
voluntary prayers, his obligatory prayers will be 
completed therewith.” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith no. 467 
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13" Hadith 
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Narrated by Umm e Habibah (+4107) 
The Prophet (J2{) said: 


“If anyone prays in a day and a night twelve 
units voluntarily (supererogatory prayer), a 
house will be built for him in Paradise on 
account of these (rak’ahs)” 


Sunan Abi Dawood, Kitaab As-Salaah, Hadith 1250 
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14" Hadith 
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Ibn Umar -+ #1? narrated that, 


Allah's Messenger (Hie ) said: 


“The beginning of the time for Salaah is pleasing 
to Allah, and the end of its time is pardoned by 
Allah.” 


Jaami’ At Tirmidhi, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith no. 172 
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15" Hadith 


fae AS or So Awe 


~ bg bell js Mir chee Oy AEB cpa Oy ets IS 
GE gf Bee U6 ls AES 1G ~ ped billy 
Sati le oil lb ab Uy NAS JS JU he oj ae 
chee OE. Sb GU Sal ots STUUR Bat Ay 
py9b ph ke GB Je play ade di gle sh I) 


oe 


Narrated by Simak ibn Harb + #i, 
Abdullah ibn Umar -+.#157) said: ‘I heard Messenger of 
Allah (dite) saying: 


“No Salaah is accepted without Wudu' 
(purification), and no charity (is accepted) that 
comes from Ghulul [unlawful means]” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab At-Tahaarah, Hadith 224 
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16" Hadith 
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Amir Al-Mu’mineen Uthmaan ibn Affaan 2.417) said, 


I heard the Messenger of Allah (date) say: 


“When the time for a prescribed prayer comes, if 
any Muslim performs ablution well and offers 
his prayer with humility and bowing, it will be 
an expiation for his past sins, so long as he has 
not committed a major sin; and this applies for 
all times” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab At-Tahaarah, Hadith 228 
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17" Hadith 
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Amir al-Mu’mineen Uthmaan ibn Affaan 2+.0i7) said, 
I heard the Messenger of Allah (7) saying, 
“He who performed ablution for prayer and 
performed it properly and then went (to observe) 
obligatory prayer and offered it along with 


people or with the congregation or in the 
mosque, Allah would pardon his sins.” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab At Tahaarah, Hadith 232 
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18" Hadith 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah + #17) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“The five (daily) prayers and from one Friday 
prayer to the (next) Friday prayer, and from 
Ramadhan to Ramadhan are expiations for the 
(sins) committed in between (their intervals) 
provided one shuns the major sins.” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab At Tahaarah, Hadith 233 
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19" Hadith 
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Narrated by Ugba ibn Aamir 74.017) 
‘I found the Messenger of Allah (i) 
standing and addressing the people: 


“If any Muslim performs ablution well, then 
stands and prays two rak'ah; performing them 
with his heart as well as his face, Paradise 
becomes compulsory for him” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab At Tahaarah, Hadith 234 
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20" Hadith 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah 2+.#i7, 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“Should I not suggest to you that by which Allah 
obliterates the sins and elevates the ranks (of a 
man).” They (the hearers) said: “Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah”. He said: “Performing the 
ablution thoroughly despite odds, travelling 
more paces towards the mosque, and waiting for 
the next prayer after observing a prayer, and that 
is mindfulness” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab At-Tahaarah, Hadith 251 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah 2+.#i*, 
The Messenger of Allah (/2i7) said: 


“When any one of you stands up to pray, the 
devil comes to him and confuses him so that he 
does not know how much he has prayed. If any 
one of you has such an experience he should 
perform two prostrations while sitting down” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 389 
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22™ Hadith 
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Narrated by Umarah ibn Ruwaiba 487, from his 
father, 


The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“He who performed the prayer before the rising 
of the sun [Fajr] and its setting [Asr] would not 
enter the fire (of Hell)” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 634 
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Narrated by Abdullah ibn Umar 24.017) 
The Messenger of Allah (#2) said: 


“Prayer performed in a congregation is twenty- 
seven degrees more excellent than the prayer 
performed by an individual.” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 650 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah +.#1*) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) found some 


people absent from certain Prayers [in the 
Musjid] and he said: 


“T intend that I order a person to lead people in 
prayer [in my place] and then go to those people 
who do not join the (congregational prayer) and 
then order their houses to be burnt by the 
bundles of fuel. If one amongst them were to 
know that he would find a fat fleshy bone he 
would attend the night prayer” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al-Masaajid, Hadith 651 
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Abdur Rahman ibn Abd Amr narrates that Uthmaan ibn 
Affaan 2.4157) said: 


The Messenger of Allah (/2i7) said 


“He who observed the Esha prayer in 
congregation, it was as if he prayed up to 
midnight, and he who prayed the morning prayer 
in congregation, it was as if he prayed the whole 
night” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 656 
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Narrated by Jundab ibn Abdullah 24.01%) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“He who prayed the morning-prayer (in 
congregation), he is in fact under the protection 
of Allah. And it can never happen that Allah 
should demand anything from you in connection 
with the protection (that He guarantees) and one 
should not get it. He would, otherwise, throw 
him in the fire of Hell.” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 329 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah 2+.#i*, 


The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 

“The Angels invoke blessings on everyone 
among you so long as he is in the place of 
worship with these words: ‘O Allah! Pardon 
him, O Allah, have mercy upon him’, (and they 
continue to do so) as long as, the ablution (of the 
worshipper) is not broken, and one among you is 
in prayer and so long as he is waiting for the 
prayer.” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 649 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah 2+ .#i*, 
The Messenger of Allah (#7) said: 


“He who purified himself in his house, and then 
he walked to one of the houses of Allah for the 
sake of performing a Fardh (obligatory act) out 
of the Fara'idh (obligatory acts) of Allah, both 
his steps (would be significant) as one of them 
would obliterate his sin and the second one 
would raise his status” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 666 
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Narrated by Anas ibn Maalik 2+.a157, 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“He who forgets the prayer, or he slept (and it 
was omitted), its expiation is (only) that he 
should observe it when he remembers it.” 


Sahih Muslim, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 684 
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Narrated by Jaabir bin Abdullah 2+.0157, 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 
“The Earth has been made for me a place of 
prostration and a means of purification, so 


wherever a man of my Ummah is when the time 
for prayer comes, let him pray” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 736 
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Narrated by Baraa bin Aazib 2+ 01%) 
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The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


= 


“Allah and His Angels send salutations upon 
those in the front rows, and the Mu‘adhin will be 
forgiven as far as his voice reaches, and 
whatever hears him, wet or dry, will confirm 
what he says, and he will have a reward like that 
of those who pray with him” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab Al Adhaan, Hadith 647 
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Narrated by Ugbaa ibn Aamir 2+ IU) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“Your Lord is pleased with a shepherd high in 
the mountains who calls the Adhaan for the 
prayer and prays. Allah says: ‘Look at this slave 
of Mine; he calls the Adhaan and Igaamah for 
the prayer and fears Me. I have forgiven My 
slave and admitted him to Paradise.’” 


Sunan An Nasaai, Kitaab Al Adhaan, Hadith 667 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah ++ #17) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 

“If people knew what was [the reward] in the 
Adhaan and [standing in] the first row of the 
prayer and if they could only draw lots for it, 
they would draw lots. And if they knew what 
was in performing Dhuhr early, they would race 
each other to it. And if they knew what was in 


Esha and Subh [Fajr], they would go to them 
even if they had to crawl.” 


Al Muwatta Imam Maalik, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith 149 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah ++ .#i7) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“When you lead people in the prayer, make it 
brief, because there are among them some 
people who are weak, ill and old. But when you 
pray on your own, make it as long as you wish” 


Al-Muwatta Imam Maalik, Kitaab Salaatil Jama’ah, 
Hadith 303 
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Narrated by the Mother of the Believers - Ayesha (+ .#i7) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“If a man prays in the night and sleep overcomes 
him during it, Allah writes for him the reward of 
his prayer, and his sleep is a charity for him” 


Al-Muwatta Imam Maalik, Kitaab Salaatul Lay], 
Hadith 255 
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Narrated by the Mother of the Believers - Ayesha (+ .wi7) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“If you are drowsy in prayer, then sleep until 
sleep leaves you. Because, if you pray while you 
are drowsy, you do not know whether you may 
intend to ask for forgiveness but (in fact) ask for 
harm” 


Al-Muwatta Imam Maalik, Kitab Salaatul Lay], 
Hadith 257 
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Narrated by Abbas ibn Abdul Mutallib 2+ 219%) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“My Ummah will continue to adhere to the 
Fitrah [guidance] as long as they do not delay 
the Maghrib until the stars appear.” 


Sunan Ibn Ma’ jah, Kitaab As Salaah, Hadith 689 
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Narrated by Abu Hurairah 2.217) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 
“Those who walk towards the mosques in the 


darkness [of the night or early morning] are 
diving into the Mercy of Allah” 


Sunan Ibn Ma’ jah, Kitaab al Masaajid, Hadith 779 
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Narrated by Ibn Abbaas and Ibn Umar #17) 
The Messenger of Allah (i) said: 


“People should desist from failing to attend the 
congregations, otherwise Allah will seal their 
hearts, and they will be among the negligent” 


Sunan Ibn Ma’ jah, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 794 
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Narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr 2.417): 


“We performed the Maghrib (prayer) with the 


~ 


Messenger of Allah (dite), then those who went 


| 
back, they went back. And those who stayed, 
they stayed. Then the Messenger of Allah (42) 


returned in a hurry, out of breath, with his 
garment pulled up to his knees, and said: 


“Glad tidings to you! For your Lord has opened 
one of the gates of heaven and is boasting of you 
before the Angels, saying: ‘Look at My slaves; 
they have fulfilled one obligatory duty and are 


r9) 


awaiting another. 


Sunan Ibn Ma’ jah, Kitaab Al Masaajid, Hadith 801 
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AJMERI PRESS 


“There are many virtues of reciting forty traditions which is 
related in numerous Ahaadith. Our Ulama of Ahl e Sunnah 
followed this practice and presented forty narrations of 
Ahaadith dealing with various subjects” 


Imam Ahmad Rida 
[May Allah Ta’ala be pleased with him] 


